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Holmes' tolerance was a product of the en-
lightenment of New England; his independ-
ent mind broke sharply with the conservative
traditions of his forbears, who included Ann
Bradstreet and Abiel Holmes (his father), a
Calvinistic minister. The melancholy faces of
his father's brethren, a peek through a tele-
scope on Boston Common at interstellar
spaces, eager reading in eighteenth-century
literature alienated him early from the Cal-
vinism which he later pilloried so ruthlessly
in "The Deacon's Masterpiece". After gradu-
ation from Harvard in 1829 as the class poet,
after a taste of the law, he became in 1847
Professor of Anatomy in the Harvard Med-
ical School, where, for almost forty years, he
lectured with wisdom and humor. The young
medical student who had written on his sign
"the smallest fevers gratefully received" had
won fame for his pioneer studies in puerperal
fever. In recent histories of medicine his face
looks out at us, vivacious, intellectual, in the
midst of more serious but not more sincere
physicians who never wrote a "Stethoscope
Song".
For, more than medicine, Holmes loved the
world about him. "How I have lived!" he
cried; with science and his innate kindliness
as guides, he ransacked human experience.
In the classroom he experimented meticu-
lously, flavoring his learning with poetry,
showing his class how the coiled sweat gland
resembled, he vowed, a fairy's intestine. In